
An early look 
at distanced classrooms

A recent simulation at the Integrated Science 
Building and Wescoe Hall gives a sense of what 
classes in the Covid era will look like.



Teaching in the Covid era will require faculty and students to 
make many adjustments. Classrooms have been adapted for 
safety, but safety and pedagogy often push in opposite 
directions. Group work, small discussions and other techniques 
that require close interaction among students and instructors 
will have to be rethought.    

The photographs that follow, taken during two simulations in 
July, are intended to give instructors a look at the environment 
they will step into when classes resume. Rooms in other 
buildings will be different, of course, but all will require social 
distancing and other safety measures. This environment will 
require faculty members to experiment, drawing on creativity 
and technology to make in-person learning meaningful.

A time of adjustment



Large classroom

A team of volunteers participated in a simulation of classrooms in Wescoe Hall (18 students maximum) and 
the Integrated Science Building (about 95 students maximum). Joyce Rosenberg, a clinical professor of law, 
played the role of instructor in the simulations.

Small classroom

A run-through of distanced classrooms



This room had a movable 
clear shield at the front of 
the room. That is just one 
safety option instructors can 
request in classrooms. Such 
barriers provide extra 
protection, but they also 
restrict the instructor’s 
movements. 

4007 Wescoe



Chairs in 4007 Wescoe have been spaced and paired, with one seat facing forward 
and the other facing to the back of the room. Students must sit facing forward but  
can use the other chair for their belongings. This configuration reduces the room 
capacity by more than half: 18 plus the instructor. 

Paired seats increase distancing





For safety reasons, seats must 
remain in place. That isn’t always 
optimal for conversations and will 
require instructors and students to 
adapt.

Little room for movement



The simulation included only a handful of participants, all wearing masks. Three people joined via Zoom. 
Masks muffled the conversations some, and it was clear that students and instructors will need to project their 
voices more than they are used to. Those on Zoom could see only part of the room. They had trouble hearing 
conversations, partly because the microphone was positioned behind the shield. In other tests, the classroom 
microphone provided good sound for those online.

A view from the back of the classroom



Seating capacity in all rooms has been 
reduced, allowing for distancing among 
students and instructors. Markers on the 
ceiling may be used to provide guides for 
where the seats should be placed.

4012 and 4014 Wescoe



Tables and chairs were 
removed from this room 
and replaced with rolling 
chairs with lap desks. 
That was done to 
increase room capacity.

Even though the chairs 
are on wheels, they need 
to stay in place to meet 
safety guidelines.

4018 Wescoe



Shelves with hand sanitizer and paper 
towels have been installed near 
elevators in Wescoe and other 
buildings.

Safety station



The capacity of the lecture 
hall in the Integrated 
Science Building has been 
reduced to 95 as part of 
Covid-related safety 
measures. The usual 
capacity is more than 300.

Large classroom



Seats are marked with either green or red circles to designate which are available to 
students. Only about 25 people participated in the simulation, which was done 
primarily to create an instructional video. Even though the room was at less than 
capacity, the simulation provided a sense of how distancing will work.

Distancing creates a sparse look and feel



The back of the auditorium felt even more disconnected than usual, and the sound 
quality was less than optimal. Instructors will have to find ways to draw students from 
those rear seats into class activities. A few people also participated in the simulation 
via Zoom. All said they could hear the instructor, but none could hear others in the 
classroom. That’s something instructors will need to keep in mind.

A view from the back of the room



Masks were required for the 
demonstration, as they will be in 
all classes in the fall. Participants 
said they had little trouble talking 
to or understanding those near 
them.

Masks required





A large shield is attached to the lectern in the 
auditorium. Another shield was placed nearby. The 
instructor’s mask and shield muffled her voice over a 
microphone she wore, but participants in person and 
online all said they could hear her reasonably well. 

Shields for instructors



Alcohol wipes and hand sanitizer 
will be available in each room. 

Students will be asked to wipe 
down seats before they sit.

Sanitizer and wipes



Instructors who need extra protection can request a mask that 
provides filtered air. Shawn Harding, director of facilities 
services, demonstrates one option. 

These masks have an air tube that runs from the mask to a fan 
and filter pack at the waist. The masks weigh less than a pound 
and the fan is relatively quiet. They leave the ears exposed, 
and the user’s voice is quite clear through the mask. 

A respirator option



Anyone who needs a respirator mask 
should work through their 
department, which can put in a 
request on this site. 

Mask options

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=NmUXPOav9UO5Zjb-q748GpmEG1dtuJ5FjPyx38ukD5VUMUxOR0xMMk42MU9SSVpUS1czUVE3U0k0RC4u


Signs near elevators, in classrooms, in restrooms 
and on doors (next page) provide reminders and 
warnings.

Signs take prominent spots





Help with pedagogy, course 

design, assessment, GTAs, 

Faculty Consultant Network. 

Email Judy Eddy 

at jeddy@ku.edu, 

CTE

The Center for Online and 

Distance Learning offers 

individual consultations on 

course design. Email: 

codl@ku.edu

CODL

Help with Blackboard, Teams 

and other tools. Email: 

itedtech@ku.edu

KU IT

CTE’s Flexible Teaching website
offers advice on preparing 
classes to shift between in-
person and online learning. 
https://flexteaching.ku.edu/

Flex Teaching website

Where to get help for your classes
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